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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO

STANDING COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Thursday 1 May 2025

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO

COMITE PERMANENT DES
ORGANISMES GOUVERNEMENTAUX

Jeudi 1°¢" mai 2025

The committee met at 0900 in room 151.

ELECTION OF CHAIR

The Clerk of the Committee (Ms. Vanessa Kattar):
Good morning, everyone. My name is Vanessa. | am the
Clerk of the Committee.

It is my honourable duty to call upon you now to elect
a Chair. Are there any nominations? MPP Dowie.

Mr. Andrew Dowie: I move that Mary-Margaret
McMabhon be appointed as the Chair of the committee.

The Clerk of the Committee (Ms. Vanessa Kattar):
Does the member accept the nomination?

Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon: 1 wholeheartedly
accept. Thank you so much.

The Clerk of the Committee (Ms. Vanessa Kattar):
Are there any other nominations? Okay. There being no
further nominations, I declare the nominations closed and
MPP McMahon elected as Chair of the committee.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): No
applause?

Applause.

Interjection.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): My
style—baptism by fire. Be easy on me.

Welcome. This will be the fun committee, now that you
have me as Chair.

Thank you all for doing your part to serve Ontarians,
and congratulations on your re-election or election, and
welcome to the new members.

Thank you for electing me Chair.

APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRS

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): Stand-
ing order 119(e) states: “Where the Chair of a standing
committee is a member of a recognized party in opposition
to the government other than the official opposition, the
First Vice-Chair shall be a member of the party forming
the government and the Second Vice-Chair shall be a
member of the party forming the official opposition.”

With that, it is my duty to call upon you to appoint a
First Vice-Chair. Is there a motion? MPP Dowie.

Mr. Andrew Dowie: I move that MPP Robert Bailey
be appointed as First Vice-Chair of the committee.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): A motion
has been moved by MPP Dowie. Is there any debate? Are

the members ready to vote? Shall the motion be carried?
All those in favour, raise your hand. All those opposed,
raise your hand. The motion carries.

Congratulations, MPP Bailey.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): I now
call upon you to appoint a Second Vice-Chair. Is there a
motion?

MPP Alexa Gilmour: Yes. I would like to move that
we make Wayne Gates the Second Vice-Chair.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): A motion
has been moved by MPP Gilmour. In there any debate?
Are the members ready to vote? Shall the motion be
carried? All those in favour, please raise your hand. All
those opposed, please raise your hand. The motion is
carried.

Congratulations, MPP Gates.

APPOINTMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEE

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): The next
item on the agenda is the appointment of the subcommittee
on committee business. Is there a motion? MPP Dowie.

Mr. Andrew Dowie: I move that a subcommittee on
committee business be appointed to meet from time to
time, at the call of the Chair, or at the request of any
member thereof, to consider and report to the committee
on the business of the committee; and

That the presence of all members of the subcommittee
is necessary to constitute a meeting; and

That the subcommittee be composed of the following
members: the Chair as Chair, member Laura Smith, mem-
ber Stephanie Smyth and member Wayne Gates; and

That substitution be permitted on the subcommittee.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): A motion
has been moved by MPP Dowie. Is there any debate? MPP
Gates.

MPP Wayne Gates: Rather than have myself on the
subcommittee—or am I automatic? Because I would like
MPP Gilmour on the subcommittee.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): You
want both of you on the subcommittee?

MPP Wayne Gates: No. I didn’t know if I was auto-
matically on the subcommittee or if I can appoint MPP
Gilmour—because that’s how the party wanted it to go.

Mr. Andrew Dowie: In the motion, you are on the
subcommittee, and you may have a substitution. That’s the
way the motion is written.
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MPP Wayne Gates: No, | [inaudible] on the sub-
committee and put MPP Gilmour on.

Mr. Andrew Dowie: You’d like to come off?

MPP Wayne Gates: Yes. That’s how the party wanted it.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): Is there
any further debate on that?

MPP Dowie, would you like to amend that motion?

Mr. Andrew Dowie: Because substitution is possible
under this scenario, I’d like to keep it intact. But at the end
of the day, if you feel it’s best for the operations on your
side, that’s fine. I can amend the motion.

MPP Wayne Gates: MPP Dowie, I appreciate that.
Thank you very much. Yes, I think that’s what [ would like
to do.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): MPP
Dowie, could you reread it?

Mr. Andrew Dowie: Do you want the amended motion?

Interjection.

Mr. Andrew Dowie: Okay. I will withdraw the motion.

I move that a subcommittee on committee business be
appointed to meet from time to time, at the call of the

Chair, or at the request of any member thereof, to consider
and report to the committee on the business of the com-
mittee; and

That the presence of all members of the subcommittee
is necessary to constitute a meeting; and

That the subcommittee be composed of the following
members: the Chair as Chair, MPP Laura Smith, MPP
Stephanie Smyth and MPP Alexa Gilmour; and

That substitution be permitted on the subcommittee.

The Chair (Ms. Mary-Margaret McMahon): A motion
has been moved by MPP Dowie. Is there any debate on the
newly amended motion? Are the members ready to vote?
Shall the motion carry? All those in favour raise your
hand. All those opposed, please raise your hand. The
motion is carried.

We will now go into closed session to receive a short
briefing by the Clerk and the research officer. It will be
scintillating. I will recess the committee until we have
cleared the room.

The committee recessed at 0908 and later continued in
closed session.
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