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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
OF ONTARIO 

ASSEMBLÉE LÉGISLATIVE 
DE L’ONTARIO 

 Tuesday 15 April 2025 Mardi 15 avril 2025 

The House met at 1300. 
Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor entered the 

chamber and took her seat upon the throne. 
Hon. Edith Dumont (Lieutenant Governor): Pray be 

seated. Veuillez vous asseoir, je vous en prie. 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): May it please your 

Honour, the Legislative Assembly has elected me as their 
Speaker, though I am but little able to fulfill the important 
duties thus assigned to me. If, in the performance of those 
duties, I should at any time fall into error, I pray that the 
fault may be imputed to me and not to the assembly whose 
servant I am and who, through me, the better to enable 
them to discharge their duty to their King and country, 
hereby claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, 
especially that they have freedom of speech in their 
debates, access to your person at all seasonable times, and 
that their proceedings may receive from you the most 
favourable consideration. 

Hon. Stephen Crawford: Speaker, I am commanded 
by Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor to declare to you 
that she freely confides the duty and attachment of the 
assembly to His Majesty’s person and government and, 
not doubting that the proceedings will be conducted with 
wisdom, temperance and prudence, she grants and upon 
all occasions will recognize and allow the constitutional 
privileges. 

I am commanded also to assure you that the assembly 
shall have ready access to Her Honour upon all suitable 
occasions and that their proceedings, as well as your words 
and actions, will constantly receive from her the most fa-
vourable construction. 

Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor was pleased to 
open the session by reading the speech from the throne. 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
DISCOURS DU TRÔNE 

Hon. Edith Dumont (Lieutenant Governor): Speaker 
of the House, honourable members, ladies and gentlemen, 
people of Ontario; mes hommages à la Présidente de 
l’Assemblée, aux députés, à nos invités et à la population 
de l’Ontario: 

As we meet here today, it is important to recognize that 
we are on the traditional territories of Indigenous peoples, 
whose enduring stewardship continues to shape Ontario. 
Toronto has historically been a significant gathering place 
for various Indigenous nations, including the Anishinabeg, 
the Haudenosaunee, the Wendat, and the Metis peoples. 
This area is covered by Treaty 13, also known as the 

Toronto Purchase, and I pay my respects to the Mississau-
gas of the Credit. 

We deeply respect Indigenous knowledge and steward-
ship. As we move forward, we are committed to working 
together in partnership, fostering collaboration and mutual 
respect to build a better future for all. 

As the representative of His Majesty, King Charles III, 
I have the honour and pleasure of opening this first session 
of the 44th Parliament of Ontario. 

I would like to first congratulate all the newly elected 
and re-elected members of this provincial Parliament. As 
the people of Ontario’s representatives, you have been 
entrusted to give voice to the people’s interests in this, 
their House. 

Your role is rooted in a rich history of harnessing 
change and overcoming challenge. 

In fact, the first Legislative Assembly of what is now 
the province of Ontario met more than two centuries ago, 
in a tiny village on the south shore of Lake Ontario. 

The members of that first assembly were Loyalists, men 
who fled north from the turmoil of the American 
Revolution to build a new home here, in Canada. 

These new Canadians confronted the question of how 
to protect their new homeland. They had come to a land of 
enormous potential but faced the immediate and urgent 
risk of invasion and annexation by their American neigh-
bours. 

In the years to come, Ontario and Canada’s proximity 
to the United States would lead first to conflict, then to one 
of the most productive, prosperous and peaceful partner-
ships in the history of the world. 

Today’s Legislature looks very different from that first 
assembly. 

It better reflects the diversity of our province, including 
the Indigenous peoples who are the original inhabitants of 
these lands. 

It reflects our linguistic diversity, including our prov-
ince’s rich francophone heritage, a community that has for 
centuries helped define and strengthen Ontario’s social, 
cultural and political institutions. 

Elle illustre aussi notre diversité linguistique, à com-
mencer par l’héritage francophone de notre province, une 
communauté qui, depuis des siècles, contribue à façonner 
et à renforcer les institutions sociales, culturelles et poli-
tiques de l’Ontario. 

It reflects the growth and change this province has 
experienced since that first assembly met, 233 years ago. 
1310 

Yet the challenges you face today as members of the 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario are once again shaped by 
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Ontario and Canada’s partnership and proximity to the 
United States. 

South of the border, President Donald Trump is openly 
taking aim at Ontario’s economy and our national 
sovereignty. He has even threatened to use economic force 
to break our country. 

This, of course, will never happen. 
Because Canada is not for sale. Canada will never be 

the 51st state. 
Your government is united in its determination to pro-

tect Ontario and to protect Canada, no matter what. 
We must be prepared for the challenge ahead. 
Over the last seven years, our province has come so far. 
Ontario has welcomed nearly $70 billion of investment 

in key sectors, helping to create more than one million new 
jobs since 2018. 

These investments did not happen by chance. They are 
the result of your government’s relentless focus on 
reducing costs for businesses and creating the conditions 
for them to grow, hire and thrive. 

Now, as the rest of the world joins Ontario and Canada 
in confronting President Trump’s tariffs, this progress is 
under urgent threat. 

As President Trump’s tariffs reach maximum impact, 
goods and services that once flowed freely across our 
border are grinding to a halt, causing chaos and uncertain-
ty. 

Business owners once planning to expand are now 
worried about making payroll. 

Workers owed a hard-earned promotion are now worried 
about next week’s paycheque. 

Parents dreaming of the limitless potential of their 
children’s future are now worried about what the future 
holds. 

These are the concerns that are driving your govern-
ment to act. These are the concerns that are driving your 
government to deliver on its promise to protect Ontario, 
for today and for generations to come. 

President Trump’s approach to tariffs has been, in a 
word, chaotic. 

He has at times pursued them with unrelenting deter-
mination, only to pull back, narrow the scope or offer full-
scale exemptions. The President is taking uneven aim at 
specific sectors of our economy over others, often offering 
opposing or contradictory targets and timelines. 

The consequence: widespread economic uncertainty. 
Your government is taking action to help workers, 

businesses and communities weather the storm. 
As a first step in helping Ontario’s workers and busi-

nesses, the province is providing $11 billion in urgent 
relief, helping to provide the fiscal flexibility necessary to 
adapt and confront the growing challenge of economic 
uncertainty. 

With President Trump’s tariffs taking aim at Ontario’s 
auto sector, it has never been more important to provide 
the tens of thousands of auto workers across the province 
an unyielding commitment. 

Your government will continue to stand firmly behind 
and maintain its financial contributions to the electric 
vehicle and battery auto pact that attracted $46 billion in 
new investments. Your government’s expectation, and the 
expectation of every auto worker in Ontario, is that 
whichever party forms the next federal government will 
do the same. 

Your government will continue to monitor the impact 
of President Trump’s tariffs and stands ready to support 
those sectors most impacted. 

The federal government needs to do the same. Every 
cent of revenues raised through Canada’s reciprocal tariffs 
needs to be shared with workers and businesses as quickly 
as possible. Paycheques and livelihoods are depending on 
it. 

While President Trump’s tariffs represent the most im-
mediate threat to Ontario’s economy, they are a symptom 
of a much larger challenge. 

For decades, Ontario and Canada have relied on free 
trade with the United States to deliver unprecedented eco-
nomic growth and prosperity. 

The last few months, however, have taught us that we 
can no longer assume the benefits of our economic part-
nership with the United States. The strength of Ontario’s 
economy and the social programs it funds can no longer 
depend on a partner that has proven itself to be fundamen-
tally unreliable. 

Instead, your government will build an economy that is 
more competitive, more resilient and more self-reliant. 

To be clear: Your government will continue to engage 
with American lawmakers in good-faith discussions to 
make the case that we are stronger when we work together 
in common cause as allies and partners. Economic realities 
make doing so a necessity. 

At the same time, your government will go to extra-
ordinary lengths to make sure our province and country 
can stand on its own. 

Doing so will require making tough decisions. We can 
no longer accept a status quo that stifles growth and slows 
down progress. 

Instead, your government will take a radically different 
approach to the way things have been done as it moves 
forward with its ambitious plan to protect Ontario. 

As it does, the people of this province can be proud that 
they are served by the most effective and efficient public 
service in Canada. Your government has driven excellence 
through the introduction of lean methodologies as it has 
worked with Ontario public service leadership to stream-
line and eliminate unnecessary bureaucracy and red tape. 

Delivering on your government’s plan will require 
further innovation. A relentless pursuit of excellence is 
and will remain at the heart of the work of Ontario’s public 
service. 

Your government’s plan to protect Ontario starts with 
unleashing the province’s enormous economic potential. 
It starts with transforming Ontario’s economy into the 
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most competitive place in the G7 to invest, create jobs and 
do business. 

First, we need to tear down internal trade barriers within 
Canada. 

Internal trade barriers are no different than President 
Trump’s tariffs: They increase costs, slow growth and hurt 
everyday, hard-working people. They stop Ontario’s 
economy from reaching its full potential. 
1320 

In fact, internal trade barriers cost Canada’s economy 
$200 billion every year and increase what families and 
businesses pay for goods and services by nearly 15%. 

They make life more expensive and restrict Canadians’ 
ability to buy and sell from each other. They divide our 
country and hold us back. 

That is why as its first order of business your govern-
ment will introduce legislation to protect Ontario through 
free trade within Canada. 

Goods produced and services provided in other prov-
inces and territories will be treated the same in Ontario, 
provided other provinces and territories do the same. 

Hard-earned credentials from other provinces and 
territories will be recognized automatically, ensuring 
highly skilled workers from elsewhere in Canada can get 
on the job faster, fill key gaps in Ontario’s labour force 
and help grow our economy. 

No restrictions, no red tape: just free trade within Can-
ada. 

Pas de restrictions, pas de formalités administratives : 
juste le libre-échange au sein du Canada. 

The province will also be a leading voice in the 
federation for new railways, highways, airports and sea-
ports. Your government will champion new pipelines 
eastward, westward, north and south, connecting Alberta 
oil to new refineries, new tidewater, and beyond it, new 
markets. 

Much like the Canadian Pacific Railway tied our young 
country together 150 years ago, new nation-building infra-
structure will reduce our reliance on the United States and 
help open up new markets for Canadian products overseas. 

This includes Ontario’s vast supply of critical minerals. 
The front line in Canada’s battle against President 

Trump’s economic threats rests in the Ring of Fire. 
Covering approximately 5,000 square kilometres, the 

Ring of Fire contains the most promising mineral develop-
ment opportunities in the world, representing billions in 
economic potential. The region includes reserves of 
chromite, copper, cobalt, nickel, platinum and every other 
mineral necessary for the growth of advanced economies. 

As Ontario and Canada confront the challenge of Pres-
ident Trump’s economic disruption, there’s no better point 
of leverage on the world stage. 

Simply put, Ontario has the minerals the world needs. 
Pour le dire simplement, l’Ontario possède les minéraux 

dont le monde a besoin. 

To effectively seize this opportunity, however, we need 
to get our critical minerals out of the ground, processed 
and shipped to the factory floors building for the future. 

For decades, Ontario’s critical minerals have remained 
trapped, locked and held back by red tape and duplicative 
federal approval processes that together can take up to 15 
years to complete. 

At a time when Ontario is fighting for the future of its 
economy, uncertainty in timelines and approvals is no 
longer acceptable. What we used to do in decades we must 
now do in months. 

As its second order of business, your government will 
introduce bold new legislation to unlock the Ring of Fire. 

Once passed, this new legislation will provide the gov-
ernment the authority to designate regions where multiple 
critical mineral deposits are present or likely to be present, 
including the Ring of Fire, as regions of strategic import-
ance to the province’s economy and security interests. 

Within the boundaries of these regions, proponents that 
meet high operating, safety and environmental standards 
will benefit from significantly streamlined permitting and 
approvals, alongside an uninterrupted commitment to 
meeting duty-to-consult requirements. Roads, highways 
and the infrastructure necessary to unlock Ontario’s 
critical minerals will also benefit from these streamlined 
approvals. 

Your government will ensure that northern commun-
ities reap the benefits of critical mineral development, 
including for First Nations communities through equity 
partnerships that offer generational economic opportun-
ities. 

Alongside bold action to unleash the economic poten-
tial of Ontario’s abundant supply of critical minerals, your 
government will restore sense and sanity to a labyrinth of 
rules and regulations that bring development in the 
province to a standstill. 

Over the course of its mandate, your government will 
further streamline the province’s environmental assess-
ment process and bring common-sense conservation prin-
ciples to the role of conservation authorities and species-
at-risk requirements. 

As Ontario eliminates red tape, the federal government 
must do the same. Faced with an existential threat to 
Canada’s economy, the federal government can no longer 
adhere to failed policies that do nothing more than delay 
and destroy new resource projects. 

Alors que l’Ontario élimine les formalités administra-
tives inutiles, le gouvernement fédéral doit en faire autant. 
Confronté à une menace existentielle pour l’économie du 
pays, il ne peut plus s’en tenir à des politiques dépassées 
qui ne font que retarder ou anéantir de nouveaux projets 
de mise en valeur des ressources. 

As your government helps get Ontario’s critical min-
erals out of the ground, it is also preparing historic 
investments to support critical mineral processing capacity 
here at home. Instead of being ripped and shipped over-
seas, minerals mined in Ontario will be refined in Ontario, 
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creating new opportunities for workers in northern hubs 
like Thunder Bay, Sault Ste. Marie, Sudbury and Tim-
mins. 

This is an ambitious plan. It will require an extraordin-
ary amount of energy to succeed: Over the next 25 years, 
demand for electricity in Ontario is projected to grow by 
at least 75%, the equivalent of adding four and a half cities 
the size of Toronto. 

Ontario’s energy policy will determine the success of 
our province’s economy, today and for a generation to 
come. 

It’s why for the last seven years your government has 
been hard at work restoring the promise of Ontario’s 
energy advantage. Now, today, the province boasts one of 
the cleanest grids in North America, with a steady and 
reliable supply of affordable electricity powering On-
tario’s growing economy. 

Next, your government will invest unprecedented 
amounts in new energy production, transmission and 
storage to transform our province into a global clean 
energy superpower, able to export clean energy and 
technology across the continent and beyond. 
1330 

This includes the first small modular nuclear reactors in 
the G7 at Darlington nuclear site, alongside upgrades to 
existing nuclear facilities at the Darlington, Pickering and 
Bruce nuclear generating stations to extend their lifespans 
and expand their generating capacity. 

Your government is also working with interested 
municipalities and First Nations to dramatically expand 
Ontario’s energy generating capacity, including exploring 
building the first new large-scale nuclear power plants in 
the province in more than 30 years in Bruce county and 
Port Hope. 

Ontario’s energy policy proves it’s possible to grow the 
economy, create jobs, lower costs and provide a contin-
ental solution to reduce emissions, without ever punishing 
families and businesses with a costly carbon tax. 

La politique énergétique de l’Ontario prouve qu’il est 
possible de faire croître l’économie, de créer des emplois, 
de réduire les coûts et d’offrir une solution continentale 
pour réduire les émissions—sans jamais pénaliser les 
familles et les entreprises avec une coûteuse taxe sur le 
carbone. 

In the face of economic uncertainty, your government 
will double down on its plan to build. 

With President Trump’s tariffs taking direct aim at 
Ontario, this historic infrastructure plan will get shovels in 
the ground sooner and keep thousands of workers on the 
job. 

The growing cost of gridlock to Ontario’s economy 
makes doing so an economic imperative, as well. 

Each year, gridlock costs the province more than $56 
billion. If we do not act, the cost is projected to grow to 
$108 billion annually in less than 20 years. 

Your government is acting. 
Votre gouvernement agit. 

Ontario will invest over $200 billion in its plan to build, 
the largest investment of its kind in Canadian history, 
including new and upgraded roads and highways in every 
part of the province. 

This includes building a new tunnel expressway and 
transitway under Highway 401 to get people, products and 
services moving along the busiest highway in all of North 
America. 

At the same time, your government will bring common 
sense back to bike lanes, moving them off of our busiest 
streets and onto secondary roads. 

Your government will also continue to invest in and 
build out the largest expansion of public transit in North 
America, including expanding subway service by more 
than 50%. 

This mandate, service will once again resume for the 
Northlander passenger train, connecting northern com-
munities like Cochrane, Timmins, North Bay and the 
Muskoka region directly to Union Station in Toronto. 

Your government will also continue to improve GO 
train passenger service across the greater Golden Horse-
shoe, bringing more frequent GO train service to 
Kitchener and Niagara, while extending GO train service 
to Bowmanville. Your government will begin working 
with rail, municipal and federal partners to build GO 2.0, 
a transformational expansion of GO train service that will 
make Ontario the most connected and convenient place to 
travel by transit on the continent. 

Your government will also continue to make historic 
investments to build the local infrastructure needed to 
unlock new homes.  

Following the example of leaders like Mayor Steven 
Del Duca of Vaughan and Mayor Carolyn Parrish of 
Mississauga, the province will leverage these growing 
investments to work with municipalities to lower their 
costly local development fees that add hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to the cost of a new home for Ontario 
families. 

At the same time, your government will standardize and 
bring more transparency to the cost and timelines of 
building homes, including for local development charges, 
study requirements and building code permit approvals. 

As your government delivers on its ambitious $200-
billion plan to build, it will promote and prioritize made-
in-Ontario and made-in-Canada products, including making 
Ontario and Canadian steel, cement, forestry and other 
construction materials mandatory for government-funded 
infrastructure projects. 

Since 2018, your government has partnered with unions 
to train workers for rewarding and in-demand careers in 
the skilled trades. 

The result: $1.5 billion invested in skills development 
and a million more people working today at a better job 
taking home a bigger paycheque. 

With economic uncertainty all around, Ontario will do 
whatever it takes to protect our province’s greatest com-
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petitive advantage: our highly skilled, world-class work-
force. 

Your government will expand its investments in training 
and skills development so more people can benefit from 
the dignity of a hard-earned paycheque. 

Your government will also continue to ensure students 
today are prepared for the jobs of tomorrow. 

It begins in the classroom, with a back-to-basics approach 
that’s helping students gain the foundational skills they 
need in reading, writing and math. 

Your government is also providing new opportunities 
for students to learn critical life skills like personal fi-
nance. It is increasing access to career coaching to connect 
the next generation with the jobs of the future. 

As Ontario continues its record investments in public 
education, your government will ensure that these and all 
investments are directed to students in the classroom, 
instead of increasing the size of school board administra-
tion. 

Your government will also continue to support On-
tario’s colleges and universities, including with increased 
funding for training capacity and programs designed to fill 
critical gaps in the province’s workforce. 

Ontario families, like families across Canada, have 
faced a generational cost-of-living crisis, first because of 
inflation and then because of the punishing interest rate 
hikes that followed fast and frequent. 

Now, families across Ontario face the threat of higher 
costs because of tariffs, raising the price of the everyday 
essentials that people rely on. 

People need relief. 
It’s why Ontario led the fight against the federal carbon 

tax. 
It’s why your government has put thousands of dollars 

back into peoples’ pockets. 
And it’s why this mandate, your government will do 

more to lower costs for hard-working families. 
Taxpayer dollars belong to taxpayers, not government. 

Now more than ever, you deserve to keep more of what’s 
yours. 

Your government will deliver on its duty to protect 
Ontario communities, both from growing economic threats 
and the dangerous criminals and illegal drugs menacing 
our streets and crossing our borders. 
1340 

Starting at our borders, Operation Deterrence is already 
producing results. 

Launched in January this year, Operation Deterrence is 
enhancing security at Ontario’s borders to crack down on 
the flow of illegal guns, drugs and border crossings. 

Your government is determined to crack down on crime 
in our communities, too. 

That’s why Ontario has successfully transitioned nine 
drug injection sites near schools and daycares into 
recovery-oriented hubs, with another 19 expected to open 
in communities across the province in the coming weeks 
and months. 

And it’s why Ontario will reintroduce legislation to 
provide municipalities the enhanced tools they need to end 
encampments and clean up our parks and public spaces. 
Your government stands firm in its commitment to do 
whatever is necessary, and to use whatever legal tools 
might be required, to help municipalities get the job done. 

As Ontario steps up, the federal government needs to 
do its part. Your government will continue to press Ottawa 
to finally fix its broken bail system, ending the catch-and-
release policies that let violent, repeat offenders loose and 
make our communities less safe. 

At the provincial level, your government will appoint 
tough-on-crime judges and justices of the peace that put 
the interests of victims ahead of criminals. 

Your government will also continue to invest in and 
build new and expanded jails to make sure that these 
criminals stay behind bars. 

The foundation of every single social program this and 
any government funds is a strong economy. Our economy 
provides the necessary revenues to invest in education, 
supportive housing and health care. 

In turn, President Trump’s threats against our economy 
are also a threat against the world-class health care system 
Ontario families depend on. Your government’s plan to 
protect Ontario’s economy is a plan to protect health care. 

Your government has never hesitated to reach across 
the political aisle for good ideas. 

Thanks to the leadership of Dr. Jane Philpott’s primary 
care action team and supported by a transformational 
investment of more than $1.8 billion, your government is 
delivering on its promise to connect every person in the 
province to a family doctor and primary care within the 
next four years. 

Ontario’s plan to provide more connected and con-
venient care includes the largest expansion of medical 
education in more than a decade, new programs to pay for 
school and supplies for family doctors and new commun-
ity and diagnostic surgical centres. 

Ontario’s plan is leveraging the skills and expertise of 
pharmacists and other highly trained health care profes-
sionals and is making a historic 10-year, $50-billion 
investment to build and upgrade more than 50 hospitals 
across the province. For the first time in generations, 
communities in every corner of Ontario are seeing shovels 
in the ground on new and expanded hospitals. 

Your government is also investing $6.4 billion to build 
and upgrade 58,000 long-term-care beds, with tremendous 
progress being made. 

As your government continues to make unprecedented 
investments into the health care system, it will continue to 
prioritize patients and their health above a dogmatic 
ideology that seeks to protect and preserve an outdated 
status quo. It will bring the principles of lean methodol-
ogies to deliver care in emergency departments and 
surgical centres more efficiently, saving you precious time 
and further shortening wait-lists. 
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As it does, your government will ensure people in 
Ontario are always able to access health care services with 
their OHIP card, never their credit card. 

This is your government’s vision. This is your govern-
ment’s mission and the mandate the people of this great 
province have endorsed. 

The challenges Ontario faces today are profound. At 
their most extreme, these challenges pose existential risks 
to our province’s economy and to Canada’s national 
sovereignty. 

Our province and country have faced down serious 
challenges before. Each time, we’ve emerged stronger and 
more united. 

Notre province et notre pays ont déjà fait face à de 
graves défis. Chaque fois, nous en sommes sortis plus forts 
et plus unis. 

Just a few short years after our first Legislative Assem-
bly met more than 230 years ago, Ontario faced invasion 
and annexation by the United States during the War of 
1812. 

As the war began, the former American president Thomas 
Jefferson predicted: 

“The acquisition of Canada ... will be a mere matter of 
marching.” 

Much like the current occupant of the White House, 
President Jefferson greatly underestimated the strength 
and resilience of the Canadian people. Two years and eight 
months later, American soldiers marched home, defeated. 

In the centuries since, the strength and resilience of the 
Ontario and Canadian people has shown itself time and 
time again. 

During world wars and on the battlefields of Korea and 
Afghanistan, where our soldiers fought and died in defence 
of democracy and freedom. 

More recently, during a global pandemic, when the 
people of this province came together and sacrificed so 
much to support those who were most vulnerable. 

As we face this latest challenge, that same strength and 
resilience, that same sense of unity and purpose will guide 
us forward. 

Peace and prosperity. Incredible diversity. Awe-inspiring 
natural beauty, stretching from the Great Lakes to Hudson 
Bay. 

Paix et prospérité. Une diversité exceptionnelle. Une 
beauté naturelle à couper le souffle—des Grands Lacs 
jusqu’à la baie d’Hudson. 

This is our land: the true north, strong and free. 
C’est notre terre : le vrai Nord, fort et libre. 
Today, tomorrow and every day to come, your govern-

ment will do whatever it takes to protect Ontario, the best 
province in the best country on earth. 

It cannot do so alone. 
1350 

We can only succeed together, united with the support 
of workers, businesses, union leaders and municipalities, 
working side by side with First Nations and Indigenous 
partners. 

Alors, ensemble, soyons audacieux. Soyons ambitieux. 
Soyons courageux. 

Ensemble, protégeons l’Ontario. 
So together, let’s be bold. Let’s be ambitious. Let’s be 

fearless. 
Together, let’s protect Ontario. 
Meegwetch. Thank you. Merci. 
Singing of the national anthem / Chant de l’hymne na-

tional. 
Her Honour was then pleased to retire. 
Prayers. 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): I beg to inform the 

House that, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of 
the speech from the throne, which I will now read. 

Interjection: Dispense. 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Dispense? Agreed. 

INTRODUCTION OF 
GOVERNMENT BILLS 

AN ACT TO PERPETUATE 
AN ANCIENT PARLIAMENTARY RIGHT 

LOI VISANT À PERPÉTUER 
UN ANCIEN DROIT PARLEMENTAIRE 

Mr. Ford moved first reading of the following bill: 
Bill 1, An Act to perpetuate an ancient parliamentary 

right / Projet de loi 1, Loi visant à perpétuer un ancien droit 
parlementaire. 

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Is it the pleasure 
of the House that the motion carries? Carried. 

First reading agreed to. 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Does the Premier 

wish to make a brief statement? 
Hon. Doug Ford: No, thank you. 

MOTIONS 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): I recognize the 

government House leader. 
Mr. Steve Clark: I move that the speech of Her 

Honour the Lieutenant Governor to this House be taken 
into consideration on April 16, 2025. 

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): The government 
House leader moves that the speech of Her Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor to this House be taken into 
consideration on April 16, 2025. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the motion carry? Carried. 

Motion agreed to. 
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HOUSE SITTINGS 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): I beg to inform the 

House that, pursuant to standing order 9(g), the Clerk has 
received written notice from the government House leader 
indicating that a temporary change in the weekly meeting 
schedule of the House is required, and therefore the after-
noon routine on Wednesday, April 16, 2025, shall com-
mence at 1 p.m. 

Government House leader. 
Mr. Steve Clark: I move the adjournment of the House. 
The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): The government 

House leader has moved the adjournment of the House. Is 
it the pleasure of the House that the motion carry? Carried. 

The House stands adjourned until 9 a.m. tomorrow, 
April 16, 2025. 

The House adjourned at 1359. 
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