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The committee met at 1600 in room 151 and by video
conference.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Good afternoon.
The Standing Committee on General Government will now
come to order.

We have the following members on Zoom: MPP Bob
Bailey, MPP Guy Bourgouin, MPP Chris Glover, MPP
Mike Harris, MPP Sabawy, MPP Daisy Wai, MPP Dave
Smith, MPP Catherine Fife. MPP Will Bouma is not here.
MPP Jill Andrew is not here.

We are also joined by staff from legislative research,
Hansard, and broadcast and recording.

Please speak slowly and clearly and wait until I recog-
nize you before starting to speak. Since it could take a little
time for your audio and video to come up after I recognize
you, please take a brief pause before beginning.

As always, all comments should go through the Chair,
please.

Are there any questions before we begin?

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Seeing none, on
the agenda is committee business. Are there any motions?
MPP Dave Smith, please go ahead.

Mr. Dave Smith: I move that the committee enter
closed session for the purpose of organizing committee
business and that broadcasting staff be permitted to remain
in the closed session meeting for the purpose of operating
the electronic meeting technology.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Is there any dis-
cussion or comment? MPP Catherine Fife, please go ahead.

Ms. Catherine Fife: The New Democrats have no
issue with having a public meeting to discuss the sched-
uling and, of course, the need to have hearings on this
piece of legislation. We’re fine to keep this an open meet-
ing and public.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Are there any
further discussion or comments? MPP Chris Glover, please
go ahead.

Mr. Chris Glover: What is the purpose of going into a
closed session? What is the topic of this meeting that
would require a closed session where the public can’t see
what we’re doing?

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Any further dis-
cussion or comments? MPP Dave Smith, please go ahead.

Mr. Dave Smith: We seem to be going through this
every time we do this. It has been the practice now, for the
entire three years that we have been in government, that
we have a closed session meeting with either the sub-
committee or the committee as a group to discuss our
committee business. That has been the procedure for the
entire time. I’m not sure why questions are coming up yet
again about why we’re doing something we have been
doing for three and a half years.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): MPP Guy Bour-
gouin.

Mr. Guy Bourgouin: It has only been a practice since
this government has been in power. We don’t see the need
for going to closed sessions. These meetings should be
transparent, should be open to the public. Since you’ve
been in government, this is the practice, which it should
not be. I think if we talk about transparency, this should be
available to the whole public. We don’t see the need to do
this. Yes, we’re going to bring it up every time, because I
believe we need to be transparent. It has been a practice
since you’ve been in government, so [ beg to differ; prior
to that, it was not.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): MPP Catherine
Fife, please go ahead.

Ms. Catherine Fife: I think that we’ve made the case
that there’s no reason to move in camera and to have these
discussions in private about how we are going to engage
with the public on Bill 13, the Supporting People and
Businesses Act. There’s a lot of interest from the public
on, specifically, schedule 2, around cannabis for munici-
palities. There’s a lot of interest, of course, on schedule 10,
around the Environmental Assessment Act, and certainly
around the Mining Act. We’ve heard from stakeholders;
they reached out to us. They said, “When can we hear what
the government is planning to do with this legislation?”
We said, “There’s an organizational meeting today at 4
o’clock in the people’s House.” We’re doing the people’s
work, and the practice of closing the door on the public
engagement on a piece of legislation like this is not good
for our democracy.

MPP Smith is right: They started this practice. It was
not the practice prior to that, and I think it really does set
a dangerous precedent.

It shouldn’t surprise MPP Smith that we’re going to
raise these issues, because stakeholders want to hear how
we are going to navigate this piece of legislation at the
committee level. It’s a perfectly reasonable request.
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I would ask for a recorded vote, once again, on this or-
ganizational meeting, as people vote on this motion that
we’ve actually just seen for the first time about two
minutes ago.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): MPP Mike Harris.

Mr. Mike Harris: I’d like to remind members of the
committee, and especially those members who have been
here longer than the past three and a half years, that
typically this type of organizational work would be done
during subcommittee business and then the general public
would find out from that point forward where we would
be going with this, when hearings would be, how they
would be able to get in contact, how long they would have
for their submissions etc. But it has been the opposition—
and I will remind everyone that that is the NDP—that has
been blocking these subcommittees meetings and making
sure that we end up having to come to these full committee
votes anyway and, quite frankly, trying to clog up the
system and not making it work very efficiently.

The members here on the committee are entitled, ob-
viously, to say whatever they like. But when we’re talking
about facts being facts, let’s make sure that we’re being a
little bit more forthcoming with what we’re saying to the
people of the province of Ontario.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): MPP Chris Glov-
er.

Mr. Chris Glover: In response to what MPP Harris
said: If the subcommittee meetings were held in camera—
again, this is what you talked about—the topics here, when
hearings would be held and that kind of thing on an
important bill like Bill 13—there’s no discussion there that
should not be in the public.

If we are going to have a transparent democracy, then
how we are going to consult with the community and the
residents of Ontario about a bill that’s going to affect them
and their businesses—we should be having that discussion
in a public setting. This meeting could be in a public
session. We don’t need to go into a closed session now,
and we don’t need to go to a subcommittee where it would
also be a closed session, where the public would not be
able to listen to the discussion that’s being had. This is a
bill that’s going to affect people’s lives, and if that’s the
case, they should be able to listen to every stage of the
process, including when hearings are going to be held and
how the bill is going to make its way through the com-
mittee hearings. I don’t see any need for this to go into a
closed session.

I would encourage all of my colleagues to vote against
this current motion to go into closed session, and to keep
this meeting open and transparent for the public to see.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): MPP Daisy Wai.

Mrs. Daisy Wai: [ believe we have been open and trans-
parent all the time. But this is very clear: The purpose of
right now is for the organizing of the committee business.
It’s really not anything too much to do with the public. We
will just make things efficient and do it reasonably. I don’t
see any reason why we cannot have and should not have a
closed session, and just agree with the things that we have
to agree on on both sides, and then start the meeting

properly for the public. These organizational things will
not impact whichever way the public needs to know about
the process of what we’re going to do next.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Questions or
comments? MPP Chris Glover.

Mr. Chris Glover: I’ll ask the Chair—I think I know,
but I just want to make sure: What is the restriction on the
members of the committee of what is said and done in the
closed session?

1610

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): The closed ses-
sion, or in-camera meeting, traditionally is off the record
to keep the confidentiality. That’s the purpose of the in-
camera meeting. In my municipal time, I attended in-
camera meetings, and it’s the same concept.

Mr. Chris Glover: So whatever is said in there is con-
fidential, and we are not allowed to repeat to the public
what is said there. Is that correct?

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Yes.

Mr. Chris Glover: Okay. So as far as transparency
goes, even those of us in opposition are restricted by the
Legislature from talking about what is said in the closed
session. So this is a completely non-transparent process.
I’m sure the public would like to know what is being said.
When you go into the closed process, when you put a
muzzle on everybody who is part of that process, then you
raise suspicions about what is actually being done there.
That’s why I strongly encourage all of the members of this
committee, including the government members, to vote
against this motion and to keep this meeting open and
transparent, so there are no suspicions raised about what
the government is doing and why they’re asking to go into
a closed session.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Thank you. I'd
like to check the attendance.

MPP Mike Schreiner is in the room. Thank you for
being here.

MPP Amarjot Sandhu, could you please confirm that
you are the MPP and you are currently in Ontario?

Mr. Amarjot Sandhu: This is Amarjot Sandhu, and
I’m calling from Brampton, Ontario.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Thank you. We’ll
carry on with the meeting.

Any further discussion or comments? Seeing none—

Interjection.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): Recorded vote.

Ayes
Bailey, Harris, Sabawy, Sandhu, Dave Smith, Wai.

Nays
Bourgouin, Fife, Glover, Schreiner.

The Chair (Mr. Logan Kanapathi): The motion is
carried.

We need two minutes to go into the closed session. This
committee will break for two minutes.

The committee continued in closed session at 16135.
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