
Legislative 
Assembly 
of Ontario 

 

Assemblée 
législative 
de l’Ontario 

 

Official Report 
of Debates 
(Hansard) 

Journal 
des débats 
(Hansard) 

E-27 E-27 

Standing Committee on 
Estimates 

Comité permanent des 
budgets des dépenses 

Committee business Travaux du comité 

1st Session 
42nd Parliament 

1re session 
42e législature 

Tuesday 4 May 2021 Mardi 4 mai 2021 

Chair: Peter Tabuns 
Clerk: Thushitha Kobikrishna 

Président : Peter Tabuns 
Greffière : Thushitha Kobikrishna 

 



Hansard on the Internet Le Journal des débats sur Internet 
Hansard and other documents of the Legislative Assembly 
can be on your personal computer within hours after each 
sitting. The address is: 

L’adresse pour faire paraître sur votre ordinateur personnel 
le Journal et d’autres documents de l’Assemblée législative 
en quelques heures seulement après la séance est : 

https://www.ola.org/ 

Index inquiries Renseignements sur l’index 
Reference to a cumulative index of previous issues may be 
obtained by calling the Hansard Reporting Service indexing 
staff at 416-325-7400. 

Adressez vos questions portant sur des numéros précédents 
du Journal des débats au personnel de l’index, qui vous 
fourniront des références aux pages dans l’index cumulatif, 
en composant le 416-325-7400. 

House Publications and Language Services 
Room 500, West Wing, Legislative Building 
111 Wellesley Street West, Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1A2 
Telephone 416-325-7400; fax 416-325-7430 
Published by the Legislative Assembly of Ontario 

 
Service linguistique et des publications parlementaires 

Salle 500, aile ouest, Édifice du Parlement 
111, rue Wellesley ouest, Queen’s Park 

Toronto ON M7A 1A2 
Téléphone, 416-325-7400; télécopieur, 416-325-7430 

Publié par l’Assemblée législative de l’Ontario 

ISSN 1181-6465 
 



 

 

CONTENTS 

Tuesday 4 May 2021 

Committee business ........................................................................................................................ E-495 
 
 
 





 E-495 

 

 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO ASSEMBLÉE LÉGISLATIVE DE L’ONTARIO 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
ESTIMATES 

COMITÉ PERMANENT DES 
BUDGETS DES DÉPENSES 

 Tuesday 4 May 2021 Mardi 4 mai 2021 

The committee met at 0900 in room 151 and by video 
conference. 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): Good morning, 

everyone. I call this meeting to order. We’re meeting today 
to discuss the schedule for the Standing Committee on 
Estimates’ hearings on the selected ministries. Are there 
any questions before we begin? Are there any motions? 
Mr. Parsa. 

Mr. Michael Parsa: I move that, in addition to the 
committee’s regularly scheduled meeting times, the 
committee meet at the following times for the 
consideration of the 2021-22 estimates: 

—Tuesday, May 25, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Wednesday, May 26, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Thursday, May 27, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Tuesday, June 8, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon and 
from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Wednesday, June 9, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Thursday, June 10, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Tuesday, June 15, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Wednesday, June 16, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

—Thursday, June 17, 2021, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 
and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; and 

That, if it is required in order to complete all selections 
of ministries before the end of June 17, 2021, the 
committee also meet on Friday, June 11, 2021, from 9 a.m. 
until 12 noon and from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m. 

The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): Thank you, MPP 
Parsa. Before I proceed, did all members hear that clearly? 
Is there a need for it to be repeated? MPP Armstrong. 

Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: Chair, because there are so 
many dates and so many times, I’d like to take a moment 
to read it. I don’t have a calendar in front of me, so I just 
want to know, are these the dates that we’re sitting or are 
there some dates here skipped? 

The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): MPP Parsa, can you 
address that question? 

Mr. Michael Parsa: Yes. Thank you very much, Chair. 
Basically, this would be on top of our regular schedule, 
MPP Armstrong. Some of it will be on the constit week. 
The purpose of this is for us to be able to get through as 
many of our selections—basically, through this, we will 
be able to get through all our selections. With the standard 
schedule the way we had it set, we were not going to be 
able to get through it. At most, we were going to be able 
to get through MCCSS and, I believe, ENDM, so some of 
them we would not have been able to get to. 

The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): MPP Armstrong. 
Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: Okay. Can I take a moment 

just to read it? 
The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): Yes. 
Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: Thank you. 
The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): The committee is 

agreeable that we’ll give the member a moment to read it 
and check? Thank you. 

Members of the committee, I suggest we take a brief 
recess, say, about five minutes, and then we’ll come back 
to it. Thank you. 

The committee recessed from 0903 to 0908. 
The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): Colleagues, thank 

you very much for your patience. We’re back in session. 
Ms. Armstrong, you wanted to speak to this motion? 
Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: Yes, Chair. First, I wanted 

to thank everyone today for being so patient and slowing 
things down, because I know with masks I’m finding it 
hard sometimes to keep up the pace, not always hearing 
clearly, so I appreciate, MPP Parsa, your explanation. 

I would like at this time to make an amendment to the 
motion. 

The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): If you would state 
your amendment. 

Ms. Teresa J. Armstrong: What I would just like to 
add at the bottom of the motion is: “and; 

“That, in the event the House is scheduled to sit during 
these times, the committee shall meet on Tuesdays from 9 
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. and, following afternoon routine, to 6 
p.m., and on Wednesdays, following afternoon routine, to 
6 p.m.” 

The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): Okay. We have an 
amendment on the floor. Is there any debate on that 
amendment? MPP Parsa, you’re shaking your head. I 
assume that means you’re not debating it. It’s a friendly 
amendment. 
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Mr. Michael Parsa: Sorry, Chair. That’s correct, yes. 
Thank you. 

The Chair (Mr. Peter Tabuns): We have an amend-
ment on the floor. Please, by show of hands, all those in 
favour of the amendment that has been proposed? All 
those opposed to the amendment? The amendment carries. 

Is there any further debate on the motion, as amended? 
I see no indication of interest in further debate. We will 

now go to the vote. All those in favour of the motion, as 
amended, please indicate by raising your hands. All those 
opposed, please indicate by raising your hands. The 
motion, as amended, carries. 

Thank you, everyone. That concludes our business for 
today. The committee is now adjourned until 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021. 

The committee adjourned at 0910. 
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